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COMMINIST COMHAT TACTICS : G

I. COMMAND PRINCIPLES

Lin Piao

The imvortance of decisions which must be made by commanders in combat
cannot be uveremphesized. Although sound advice offered by capable personnel
mst be weighed carefully, commenders met not depend on nor be influenced by
others in meking decieions, for they alome are responsible. In making declsiore,
commanders mst remember that they mstbe Jerived from a careful study of the
actual situation, for upon cthe accuracy o. their estimates depends the success
or failure of any battle.

When an opportunity presente itself to inflict a severe bluw uvon the enemy,
no tims met be lost in launching an attack., Hesitancy through fear of loeses
not only may meen miseing an excellent oprorturity but may lead te deterioration
of troop morale, which would be & greater bl-w*han lowwee sustained in combat.
Due c2ve muet be taken by commanders to insure that the order to launch en attack
covers all important matters and that their subordinates are thoroughly acquainted
with thelr respongibilities snd functions in the attack.

Bven if an order to launch an attack has been issued by higher authorities,
commenders may sustend the attack if en estimate of the situation shows con-
clueively the inadvieability of executing such an order. Moreover, if they find
themselvses fighting a loolng battle after engaging the enemy, they may withdraw
their troons from the bettlefield. Such action is a true manifestation of
qualification for leadership.

In combat, the practice of deploying troops or attacking more then one
objective simmltaneously met bt ave' ed. The rien of sttack mst generally
follov the vrinciple of employing fiva to six unite to attnck ons enemy unit.
Before launching an attack, a thorough roconnaissance cf the terrain mst be
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made 8o that the moat ‘suitable point of attack tay be selected, Whien presssd
for tims, uvne commander himeelf mst go forward to carry out the rscornaissance
and met not dedend on his aubordinates to perform the task.

The determinant for leunching s two-front, three-front, or four-front
attack shall be the number of troops available, The ratio of troop strength
of the attacking force to that of the supporting force mie* be about thres
(or four) to one. It must be romembered that regarf’ilesa of the tactice employed,
the main offensive must be directed against the enemy's weaksest point. 8slec-
tion of the point of attack muet bs based on tne terrain vhere our fire power ;
can be utilized moat effectively. ' L

II. ONE POINT TWO-FROMP TACTICS =

This ia gensrally used in ettack?rg the enemy when his troops are numeri-
cally superior to-ocur own. As the plmss indicetes, these tactics call for
omployment of two attacking forces to launch a surprise attack on one enemy
position or unit. One force is generally used ae a diverelonary unit to feign
an attack from cne dirsction, while the main sttack 1s launchel by the main force.”
in the dZvection of the enemy's weakest point., The sasaault formation of the main
attacking force is in the form of a wedde to cut the enemy force in two. The
attack mst be carried out rapidly to prevent the enemy from reorganizing and
forming a Aefense. It might be mentioned that although these tactics have proved
very successful in 1nflicting a severe blow upon the enemy, they have also pLroved
very costly.

In employing these tactics, extre caution met be taken to avold overreaching.

1f an attack is to be launched against an ensmy battalion, the attack mmst be
directed solely ageinst this battalion and not extended to other enemy units.
It is well tc take adventage of the enemy's confuslon to extend the area of
attack, but commenders mist vemsmber that widening the front in such an asssult
w11l mske control of troops more difficult and msy lead to gra.e consequences.

If the enemy is on the move, the attack mst be made againsi the enemy flank;
if the enemy is a statlonary force, such se garrison troops, the attack must te
made against his weakest point., Past experience have provecd the folly of engag-
ing the enemy on his front, for this is usually hie strongest point.

When concentrating troops to attack an enemy poeition or unit, care must be
taken to insure that sufficlent troops =rs assembled to fulfill the miseion.
Numerical superiority over the snemy in any attack should be about thres tc one.
Ae an example. if an assault is to bs launched against a company of enemy troops,
a battalicn nmust be emplcysd., Even if an astimate of the sitnation shows that
the fire power, military strategy and command ability of our forces are supasrior
to an enemy of equal strength, the practice of employing an equal number of
troops to engage the enemy met be avolded, for it would be extremely difficult
tc gain victory even with such advantages. Overwhelming superiorit. 11 numbers
is tho ~ 1y sure guarartee of victory.

The following principles muet be closely adhered to in launching e sudden
attack upon tae enemy:

1. The front to be attacked must not be too wide, so that fire pow:r may
be used effectively to cover the area.
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2, Attacking troops must be deploys& id depth, nevéi' in width, to provide
. power to penetrate eneomy defenses. This formation will also guarantse adequate ,
: ) v detense of the rear aree.
w : 1
3. The main assault unit should cutnumber the diversicnary unit by three
to one., Under certain situations, however, this rasio may bs increassed as
mick as eight {or nine) to one.
4, To envslop enemy forces, care mast be taken to insure that the envelop~
ment 18 thorough and that no peint of escaps 1s left to the enemy.
; -END- g
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